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TREE PRUNING EXERCISE ANSWER KEY 
Below are the branches that need to be pruned from the tree in the exercise. 
 

   

Competing leader 
(Crown Thinning) Malformed branch 

(Crown Cleaning) 

Rubbing branches 
(Crown Thinning) 

Weak branch union 
(Crown Cleaning) 

Water sprouts 
(Crown Cleaning) 

Low-growing branch 
(Crown Raising) 

Stem girdling root 
(Crown Cleaning) 

Crowded branches 
(Crown Thinning) 

Inward-growing branch 
(Crown Thinning) 

Broken branch 
(Crown Cleaning) 

Crossing branches 
(Crown Thinning) 

Suckers 
(Crown Cleaning) 


